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REPORT. 


‘To rue CITIZENS OF THE ToWN OF PETERBOROUGH :— 

In submitting to you, this, our annual Report, upon the Com- 
mon Schools of the Town, it will be the object of your Commit- 
tee to present briefly such data, as the law requires, together with 
all other facts that may be deemed interesting and profitable; to 
state faithfully and impartially the result of the Schools kept in 
each District, during the year; and make such suggestions in re- 
lation to them, as seem best calculated to ensure their more per- 
fect and certain success in future. Although all the Schools have 
not been in every respect as efficient and profitable as we could 
desire, still, if we view them, as a whole, we shall discover in 
them many excellencies — much to encourage us to hold on to all 
the good that has been achieved for them, and stimulate us to re- 
newed zeal and energy for their further improvement. The ad- 
vancement which they make, is not so rapid as to be plainly dis- 
cernible from year tu year, but, if we compare the present with 
the past, we shall find unmistakable evidences that it is, ney- 
ertheless, sure. The increased appropriations for their support— 
the establishment of Teachers’ Institutes at the public expense— 
the greater care taken in the selection of teachers, and their bet- 
ter qualification — the improved condition of school-houses — the 
better supply and more uniform series of books — the more regu- 
lar and systematic manner in which the daily exercises of schools 
are arranged — the more thorough and practical instruction given 
in the elementary principles of Reading, Grammar and Arithme- 
tic — the more general use of blackboards, maps and other school 
apparatus in illustration of the sciences — the greater neatness 
in and about school-houses and the care taken to preserve them 
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from injury — the very large increase of visitors durin= the ses-~ 
sions of schools and at their closing examinations — all these ar> 
among the pleasing indications that are’so full of encouragement 
and hope. 

There is, we are assured, a general waking up upon the subject 
of popular education in every county and town throughout the 
State. And, as we read the extended and thorough Reports of 
our Board of Education, it should be a source of satisfaction to 
us, as atown, to discover that other towns are being lauded, and 
highly, too, for taking at this late day those preliminary steps for 
the improvement of schools, which were taken here years ago.— 
Peterboro’ has been no lagzard in respect to her schools, and the 
assurance from the County Commissioners and others best quali- 
fied to judge, that their present condition entitles them to the first 
rank among others in the county and state, should be to us a just 


cause for pride and self-gratulation. 


PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEES. 

The Prudential Committees for the year were as follows:—No. 1, 
C. G. CHennry, Levi Nicnots and 8S. H. Carpwerns Noe 
Joun Urton; Nos. 3 and 4, A. A. FarnswortH; No. 5, Asa 
Cantey; No. 6, Ert Spatpina; No. 7, B. Fo ieee 
B.Carrer; No. 9, A. P. Morrison; No. 10, Sami. Mizner; 
No. 11, Joun Q. Apams: No. 12, GoopyEarn BaAsseEtr. 

The first meeting for the choice of Prudential Committee was 
held in District No. 2. The plan of calling the Annual Meeting 
as early as the law will allow, is very much to be commended.— 
It gives Committees, thus early chosen, a decided advantage in the 
selection of teachers. It speaks well, too, for a district, to see 
its members wide. awake in this matter. Those districts that 
choose their committees at the eleventh hour, will be obliged to 
put up with second, or third rate teachers. 

These committees have generally discharged faithfully and 
promptly their respective duties. 

SUMMER SCHOOLS. 

The Teachers of the Summer Schools were all examined and 
certificates were granted to all but one. This one was allowed 
by the Prudential Committee of No. 8, with the consent of the 
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district, to instruct the school, which was very small, and the 
scholars quite young. We hope that this departure from the re- 
quirements of the law will not be made a precedent. It would 
b2 a loose construction of the law in relation to the qualifications 
of teachers, that would justify a committee in granting certificates 
to applicants to teach in smaller districts, who would not be con- 
sidered qualified to instruct in the larger ones. Such a discrimi- 
nation could have no other effect than to encourage superficial 
scholarship among teachers and disgrace the profession. 

Schools were taught in all the districts, except Nos. 5 and 12, 
and were all visited by your committee at the commencement and 
close. 

Nova. — let Department; Teacher, Puyninpa C. Scorr.— 
This School was well instructed and in the main well governed. 
‘There were a few scholars, who were not always so r>spectful and 
obedient to the teacher as would have been creditable to them- 
selves. In the first department of a graded school, like this, we 
hope never to witness any conduct that is not perfectly becoming 
to young ladies and gentlemen. If any choose to manifest a reck- 
less independence and disregard of the common rules of polite- 
ness and propriety, they will soon have gained a reputation thet 
they did not coyet. Fifteen were reported as having attended to 
composition. This number should be increased. The school ap- 
peared well at the close. 

2d Department. Teacher—Sarau E. Rossiys, of Jaffrey.— 
This was in most respects a very superior school. Perfect order 
characterized it at all times, when visited by the committce.— 
Great credit is due the teacher for the earnest and efficient man- 
ner in which her duties were discharged. The closing examina- 
tion was very interesting and satisfactory. We would only sug- 
gest, as an improvement, a little more careful attention to minute 
points in reading and orthography. 

38d Department. Teacher—CHARLOTTE STEELE. In this de- 
partment the twig is emphatically bent, and it requires consid- 
erable versatility of genius and tact to enable one always to bend 
it aright. The teacher here must study to divert and please, as 
well as toinstruct. It is a great task to keep the minds of so 
young scholars continually well occupied. ‘The summer term of 
this school was quite as successful and profitable as any previous 
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one that has come under our supervision.% It was well managed 
in every respect and completely satisfactory. The teacher in this 
department is especially deserving of the kindly sympathies of 
mothers and we recomirend to them to visit her frequently. 

No. 2. Teacher—Ornetra A. Currer, of Jaffrey. The 
teacher of this school had been repeatedly tried in the district and 
never found wanting. Her ardent efforts, during the summer, 
were attended with usual good success. Few teachers succeed se 
well in securing the unwavering confidence and affection of their 
pupils. The news of her sudden death, in October last, fell mourn- 
fully upon the ears of her former pupils and the many other true 
friends, which her purity of character, her brilliant talents and 
genial disposition had won fer her, while engaged, as a teacher, 
in our schools. 

Nos. 3 & 4. Teacher—Susan Perry, of Rindge. So loose 
reins were given the scholars the previous term, that the teacher 
labored under many disadvantages. If not successful in main- 
t2ining the strictest discipline and order, she is entitled to credit 
for doing very well. The school was successful and profitable.— 
Fourteen were reported as having attended to composition. 
f= No. 6. Teachers—Cuartorre McCoy, and Marrua M. Epes. 
This school was well commenced by Miss Charlotte McCoy, wha, 
at the end of three weeks, was obliged, on account of ill-health, 
to relinquish her labors. The term was completed by Miss Mar- 
tha Edes. The teachers were both faithful and efficient. Eight 
attended to composition. Twelve weeks board were gratuitously 
furnished by the district. : 

No. 7. Teacher—Sarau Cartey. ‘This was a very interest- 
ing school at the commencement and appeared well at the close, 
with the exception that the number of scholars had very much 
decreased. We notice that after eight wecks there was a vaca- 
tion of one week and-many of the scholars did not return after it. 
Where the term is not longer than twelve wecks, a vacation is not 
needed and will injure the school. Eight attended to composi- 
tion. ‘Thirteen dollars were given in board, &c., to prolong the 
school. 

No. 8. Teacher—Frances A. Mitten, of Lowell. <A small 
school, and the scholars are deserving of commendation for their 
general good deportment and habits of industry. 
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No. 9 Teacher—Junra Moore. - The deportment of school 
-acellent at commencement and close and the term a very profita- 
ble one. Great credit is due the teacher for her persevering 
and successful efforts to discipline the voices of her pupils to great- 
er loudness. Four attended to composition. 

No. 10. Teacher—Aveusra F. Ames. School small and at- 
tendance quite irregular. This was the first experience of the: 
teacher, but her ambitious and conscientious endeavors to do well 
were crowned with success. ‘The school was in every respect very 
satisfactory. Four attended to composition. 

No. 11. Teacher—HeELEeN J.Gray. Asmall but good school, 
thoroughly instructed and well governed. Five attended to com- 


position. 


SUMMARY OF STATISTICS. 


The average length of Summer Schools was a little more than 
10 1-3 weeks—last year 9 1-2 weeks. Whole number of schol- 
ars 305—last year 326. The average attendance 256—last year 
270—(a small fraction better than last year, the number of schol- 
ars being less.) Whole number of tardinesses 420—last year 
570. The improvement in this respect is considerable, though 
not what itshould have been. Number not tardy atall 154—last 
year 157. Number not absent at all 48—last vear 52. Number 
neither absent nor tardy 33. Average wages of teachers per 
month $8,18—last year $7,19. Whole number of visitors 392. 
Visits by Superintending School Committee 24—by Prudential 
Committee 14. For further data see table appended. 


PUNCTUALITY 
_ We remarked in the report of last yevr, that Teachers were not 
wholly responsible for the large number of unnecessary tardiness- 
es that their registers indicate. Itis true that parents and schol- 
ars should co-operate with Teachers in their efforts to improve 
our schools in this respect. Another year’s experience has con- 
vinced us, however, that many teachers are grossly culpable and 
negligent about the punctuality of their pupils. In no other way 
can we account for the fact, that there is so wide a difference in 
the number of tardinesses during different terms in the same dis- 
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trict. Since the parents and scholars remain nearly the same, 
this difference must be owing to the change of teachers. Some 
are very reprehensible for not giving that attention to this evil 
which its importance demands, and others, doubtless, for making 
a fairer reports than the facts will warrant. It is nut the whole 
duty of a teacher simply to advise scholars to be punctual. He 
must insist upon this as a rule, and require a reasonable excuse 
for every violation of it. The teacher who is able to diffuse 
through the school a public sentiment that will make his scholars 
prefer to be absent rather than late, will not be much annoyed by 
the drones that come creeping in after the exereises have com- 
menced. Still, “Better late than never’ is a good old maxim, and a 
teacher should never allow a pupil to stay away from school a 
half day to avoid being marked tardy. If tardiness is a wrong, 
absence is a much greater one, and should be so regarded by all 
~ concerned. 


STUDIES. 

Reading is generally well taught in our primary schools— 
spelling very poorly. Considering its importance, no other branch 
is attended to with so little system and so superficially. ‘The 
practice of allowing scholars to make two or three trials in spell- 
ing a single word, is very much to be deprecated. This is mere- 
ly a drill in guessing, in which science a Yankee is instinctively 
proficient, and, therefore, needs no tutoring of this kind. 

We recommend the following plan for conducting’ the spelling 
exercises orally.’ A short lesson should be definitely assigned the 
class and its thorough study by every member insisted on. Be- 
fore spelling, the words in the lesson should be accurately pro- 
nounced by the class. Every word should then be given out dis- 
tinctly by the teacher.- In no case should it be pronounced inac- 
curately in order to aid the scholar in spelling it. For example: 
modify should not be called mod-i-fy, giving the long sound to the 
vowel in the second syllable. This practice is very common and 
very absurd. We have seen teachers carry it so far as to pro- 
“nounce the word business in three syllables—bu-si-ness. It must 
be reformed altogether, leading,as it does, to inaccuracy in spelling 
em! nronunciation. The scholar should first pronounce the word, 
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then spell and pronounce separately each syllable, and finally the 
word again. If the word is mis-spelled on the first trial, it should 
be given to the next, until it is spelled correctly, when it should 
be tried again by all who have mis-spelled it. If the exercise 
grows dull, vaiious expedients may be devised by the judicious 
teacaer, to arouse the ambition of his class. Among these are 
concert-spelling, dividing the class into two opposite parties, spel/- 
inte down as itis called, &c. &c. The practice of spelling by 
writing, instead‘of orally, is a good one, and should be contin- 
ued. 

Intellectual Arithmetic is another important branch in the pri- 
mary school and is generally well taught. We have thought, 
however, that,recently,some teachersy; in conducting this exercise, 
tax the memories of young scholars too much. In the solution 
of problems they require ali the scholars to give their answers in 
the same set phraseology. ‘This is too parrot-like. If the solu- 
tion 1s thorough and accurate, it ought to be sufficient. The more 
original the language in which it is given, the better. If the 
problem is long, the scholar should have the book. The object 
of this exercise is not to cram the memory, but to discipline the 
analytical powers of the mind. 


WINTER SCHOOLS. 

All who presented themselves, as candidates for instructors of 
the winter schools, were approved. The standard of their quali- 
fications was of a very high order. ‘The demand for teachers of 
the first class is fast increasing, and'the supply is equal to the de- 
mand. Few of these teachers possessed merely the requisite knowl- 
edge of the fundamental branches that would entitle them to en- 
ter upon their duties, but had added to these far superior attain- 
ments. Some had been successful instructors in high schools and 
academies. 7 

No. 1. First department—Cuas. Corey, Jr.,of Dublin. his 
school was in all respects a successful and profitable one. The 
most perfect harmony characterized it from the commencement to 
the close. It was eminently a happy school, very little occurring 
during the whole term that was unpleasant to scholars, or teach- 
er. The teacher's large experience enabled him to direct the ef- 
forts of his pupils in such a manner as to insure good improye- 
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ment in the several branches attended to. His complete succes® 
in government and instruction, entitles him to the highest place 
in the confidence of the district. None were reported as having 
attended to composition. Many scholars receive their last school 
lessons in this department and go forth to enter upon the duties” 
of active life. How poorly must they be prepared to discharge 
these with satisfaction and honor to themselves, if they have never 
practiced composition-writing under the direction of a teacher.— 
This must not again be neglected. ‘Too little attention was, also, 
given to penmanship. 

Second department——-ALrrep Laws. The teacher of this 
‘department labored with a devotion, rarely excelled, to elevate 
the character of his school and improve the morals and manners” 
of his pupils, and was successful. The cxamination gave evi- 
dence of thorough instruction, and was one of the best we have” 
ever witnessed in this department. The only fault we noticed, 
worthy of mention, was a little too much concert-recitation.— 
This may do well enough for dessert, but should never be a por- 
tion of the substantial exercises of the school. It beads scholars’ 
to lean upon cach other, and destroys that perfect self-reliance, so 
indispensable to thoroughness and accuracy in scholarship.— 
We do nut speak of this as peculiar to this school. ‘There is a 
growing tendency to it in all our schools, and we take this occa- 
sion to discourage it. 

Third department—Saran E. Roppins, of Jafirey. This de- 
partment was under the charge of the same toacher, as in the sum= 
mer, and equally as successful and satisfactory. 

_ Fourth department—CuartorTre SreezLe. Under the same’ 
instructress, and as prosperous as in the summer. 

No. 2.—Cuarites Witper. The best friends ef Mr. Wilder 
could not but feel that he had taken upon himselfa heavy respon- 
sibility in taking charge of this school, one of the largest in town. 
It is but justice to him to say, that a good degree of discretion, 
firmness ana perseverance, enabled him to discharge his duties in 
a manner highly creditable to himself and gtatifying to his friends’ 
in the district and out. A firm resolution to be successful, sus- 
tained by untiring industry and activity, did very much to com- 
pensate for inexperience. The schoo’ -vas in the main harmoni- 
ous and satisfactory. The closing exatrination did not evince so 
great thoroughness in some of the branches as we have sometimes™ 
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xvitnessed in this district, but as tke character of the school had 
changed somewhat, compared with previous terms, it might have 
arisen from no deficiency in instruction. Some, blame has been 
publicly attributed to the teacher for unnecessary severity ina 
cas? of discipline. It should be considered, for his justification, 
that when a scholar is doggedly obstinate, assumes an attitude of 
hostility, and obliges a teacher in compelling submission to con- 
test every inch of ground by physical force, severity is more par- 
donable than in ordinary cases. Scholars must remember that if 
they first introduces a rough,uncivil mode of warfare, they have little 
reason to complain when met and overcome on their own ground. 
We especially commend the older pupils in this district for so 


generally refraining from whispering and otherwise giving sup- 


port to the instructor in the maintenance of good order. ‘Twelve 
attended to composition. 

Nos. 3 62 4.—W. R. Apams, of New Boston. Excellent or- 
der characterized this school at all times, when visited by us.— 
‘The system of discipline and instruction was thorough and, per- 
haps, rigid. The younger scholars made great progress, and the 
older ones, with the exception that they did not advance so far in 
Arithmetic, as many of them might have done. The classes in 
Colburn’s Arithmetic and Geography deserve especial mention for 
the thorough knowledge of these important branches, which 
they evinced at the closing examination. ‘They ‘were the best we 
have examined during the year. Unfortunately there was not, at 
all times much harmony of fecling existing between some of the 
older pupils and the teacher. We were called upon once during 
the term to visit the schooi and scttle an unpleasant controversy. 
In this matter, which itis not worth the while to particularize 
here, both parties were in some degree culpable. There was an 
unpleasant, and, perhaps, not unprovoked jealousy existing on 
both sides. A teacher may err in not manifesting confidence 
enough in his pupils. Heshould, at least, first appeal to the finer 
sensibilities, and not place himself in an attitude of defiance be- 
fere his school, when such bravado is uncalled for. Such con- 
duct will never win for him the confidence and esteem of his pu- 
pils, but will generally arouse a spirit of opposition that would 
otherwise have quietly slumbered through the term. Again 
-—some scholars have naturally so great repugnance to any 
thing like restraint, that they ere {ou sensitive in regard to their 
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rights, and are always on the off side, never lending-the teacher 
their co-operation and support. He caunot conciliate their good 
will, for every avenue of approach to them is blockaded with de- 
fensive armor. When scholars and teacher thus mistake the 
proper relation that exists between them, harmony is not to be 
expected. Firmness and decision, without arrogance, are desira- 
ble qualities in a teacher, and a generous and manly forbearance 
and condescension will never fail to secure for the scholar the fa- 
vor and esteem of all. None attended to composition. It should 
not have been neglected by the older pupils. 

No. 5.—Teacher, MarryHa M. Epss. The term of this school 
was long, continuing 16 weeks without vacation. The Teacher 
possesses eminant qualifications, as a scholar, and labored faith- 
fully to promote the advancement of her school. The term was 
successfully completed and respectable progress was made. There 
was, however, at the close of the school, an appearance of indiffer- 
ence and want of lively interest in the exercises, manifested on the 
part of some scholars, quite unusual in this district. The atten- 
dance was quite too irregular, falling below the average. A few 
of the scholars are deserving of commendation for refraining en- 
tirely from whispering during the term. Eight attended to com- 
positicn. 

No. 6.—Enizanetu M. McCoy. This school was very harmo- 
nious, and the teacher appeared to have won the confidence and 
respect of her pupils. Her method of instruction was thorough, 
and the scholars manifested a good understanding of the branch- 
es attended to. ‘The order of the school, if not.perfect, was re- 
spectable, considering the poor accommodations which the house 
afforded. ‘Thirteen attended to composition. 


No. 7.—D. N. Foster. The term of this school commenced 
under favorable auspices, but a degree of insubordination present- 
ed itself before its close that the teacher was unable to overcome. 
It would be neither pleasant, nor profitable, to rehearse here all 
the circumstances, connected with difficulties which we were call- 
ed upon to settle in tnis district. Being summoned to the school 
a second time, we found that two of the older}scholars, had un- 
fortunately stepped very far from their appropriate spheres and 
assumed the right to dictate to the instructor what kind of disei- 
pline he should not use in the chastisement of offenders, upon the 
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-plea that he was sometimes severe. The evidence did not show 
conclusively that any scholar had been brutally punished, and, if 
it had proved this, the parents of the one mal-treated,should have 
been the first to seck. redress. There was no complaint from that 
source. No one denied that the teacher was competent and wil- 
ling to discharge faithfully his duties. After thorough examina- 
tion and due consideration, we were of the opinion that whatev- 
er indiscretion the instruetor might have been guilty of, his mo- 
tives were good, and he should be sustained. The remainder of 
-the-term was as prosperous as could have been expected. At the 
lose the school appeared well, considering the circumstances, and 
ave were satisfied that the teacher was worthy of the -confidence 
reposed:in him. Six attendel to compodsition. 

No. 8.—Sarau M. Parxenr. This is a small, but interesting 
school. The instructress attended faithfully to her several duties 
and the term was profitable and harmonious. A stronger effort 
en the part of the teacher to have infused more life and animation 
into the recitations, would have been attended with good results. 
None attended to composition. | 


No. 9.—C. I. Reep, of Stoddard. ‘The teacher of this school 
is devoted to his profession and keeps himself informed concern- 
ing the best methods of imparting knowledge to the young. His 
extended experience and untiring industry rendered his services 
invaluable to the district. Old deficiencies were remedied by him 
and the school advanced,in many respects, to the first rank in 
town. The scholars were made to feel that no sacrifice was too 
great for him to make for them, and we are pleased, that he could 
give the following testimony, so honorable to them and the dis- 
trict. ‘“‘We dispensed with all communications by-permission 
during school hours. The whole number of cases uf violation of 
our rule, ‘no communications,’ during the last 11 weeks, was 22. 
Our school was in all respects pleasant and harmonious. J.am 
deeply indebted to parents and scholars for their kind co-opera- 
tion with me inall my labors.’ Weneed not specify any partic- 
ular features in a school, where all were excellent and worthy of 
the highest praise. Fourteen attended to composition. 

No. 10.—E. 8. Swan. ‘This district is deeply indebted to the 
teacher of the winter .term, for her faithful services for the ad- 
vancoment of their school. Her long experience eaabled her to 
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gee in what direction her labors were most needed, and they were 
applied with the ‘best results. The parents in this dist. are still ob- 
noxious to the charge of not manifesting interest enough in their 
echool. The following remarks of the teacher are judicious and 
worthy a place in our report. ‘The scholars, during the present 
term, have been respectful towards me, and there has not been 
profane, or obscene word spoken in my hearing; neither has there 
been any quarrelling, or discord among themselves to my knowl- 
edge. But it has troubled me that I have not been able to incite 
them to more diligence and interestin their studies. Want of 
application has been a great deficiency, and the irregular attend- 
ance has had a bad effect in this respect. The question is asked 
in the register, ‘‘By what means is good order secured?’ ‘The pre- 
wailing opinion seems to be, that nothing but ‘moral suasion’ must 
be used in school. Can the wise people of the present time tell 
how much better human nature is now than when Solomon of old 
said, ‘Thou shalt beat him with a rod and shalt deliver his soul.’ 
Or will the same wise people tell, why there is a penalty for the 
violation of the civil law? Why not use the same ‘moral suasion’ 
40 restrain men and children?” We fully concur with the pur- 
port of these sentiments. None attended to composition. 

No. 11.—Heten J. Gray. The school was under the direc- 
gion of the same teacher as in the summer, and was in every Tre- 
spect satisfactory. We were particularly pleased at the close, 
with the evidence of thorough instruction that was manifested.— 
‘This teacher has served a successful apprenticeship in the smaller 
districts, and is worthy of a more lucrative position. Seven at- 
éended to composition, 

No. 12.—Avucusta F. Ames. This school is so small that the 
¢eacher necessarily labors under many disadvantages, in arousing 
much enthusiasm. The winter term wasa profitable one, and 
entirely satisfactory to the members of the district, as well as to 
us. ‘The instructress was very successful with a class of young 
scholars who received their first school lessons from her. The 
general character of the school was in all respects good. None 
attended to composition. 


STATISTICS OF WINTER SCHOOLS. 


The average length of schools, in weeks, was a fraction over 11 
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weeks, last year a fraction over 104 weeks. Whole No. of schol- 
ars 431—last year 479. Average daily attendance? 355—last year 
395. The percentage of attendance the same as last year. No. 
of tardinesses 868—last year 848, and two districts were not re- 
ported. All of the districts improved in this respect, except 
Nos. 2, 3,5 & 7. Number not tardy at all 218—last year 179. 
Number not absent at all 76—last vear 71. Average wages of 
tnale teachers per month $25,00—last year $21,50. Average 
Wages of female teachers $8,624—last year $9,11. Number of 
tisitors 489. Visits by Superintendirg Committee 34—by Pru- 
dential Committees 28. (See table appended. ) 


Wr have thus endeavored to give you a truthful report of the 
schools in town, during the past year. There are many deficien- 
éies in them to be remedied, many excellencies to be admired. If 
you would improve them, see to it first, that men of sound judg- 
ment and good business tact are selected for committees. Then: 
will good teachers be employed, who are worthy of your confi~ 
dence and support. Above all, give to téachers your generous 
and‘hearty co-operation in the discharge of their high responsi- 
bilities and duties. We hope to see the effort, now being made; 
to unite some of the smaller districts, persevered in, until the 
number of them is greatly reduced. Upon the success of this 
movement the future improvement and welfare of our schools very 
much depend. 

Respecifully’ Submitted by 
A, S. SCOTT. 
Superintending Committee. 


TABLE FOR, SUMMER SCHOOLS. 


DISTRICTS. 5 i aay a ei 7 SS) Okc 4 FE Si) Bepes 40, it | 12 | 
Ist.| 2d.1°3d.} | | 
Weeks. - - - Thy AM 1S 13 tar bo eG) 42) A0| . 8 
Whole No. of Seholane - 42} 49) 41] 86 30 22) 25) .6)-25! 19] ° 10 
Males. - - - - - 1) 15-25-13 10 a 6G!) 2) 14) 4 oO | 
‘Females. ps - ‘ E | 81] 84] 20; 18) 20! 15} 19 ; 141 15) 5 | 
Average attendance. - -~> J.B4t 441955) Fol 95 19/29} 5) 21) 14 § 
Number of Tardinesses. - O74. 735 46149 17 A bGeialt 1) hb) Bors x 
Number not absent. - - Z 3 5 : o Bests FOe.G 3 D - 
Number not tardy. - . 15} 22) 16)°-20) 521; 6 3) 92)* 5/14 = ive 
Number neither absent nor tardy. Are 4}. Bis 1 216 sa6(* -2e- ot SO ta ake 
‘Number over 16 years of age. - | 0| Of 0} =: 2 1/8 W0|2 0) 1 f SOs | 
Number under 4 years of age. - GF=30h 0) od 0| OlmiGe OMS Or =O, Ol 
Number between 4 and 14. - 42} 49, 41]. 34} | 29 22) 25} 9) 24) 19) 10 
Wages of Teachers per Month. - |$12/$11/$10/$12/%8 00 $6) $8] $5 : 5| $5 | 
Visitors. - - - - 56] 75} 60; 26 40 18} <T8r 19] 381) 24) 25 
Visits by Superintending Committee.| 3] 2 | 2 A 2): 2r 2 2} 2 : 
Visits by ‘Prudential Committee. -.| -2} 3} 1 Lisshiet0).i Sig gei <) | 


TABLE FOR WINTER SCHOOLS. 


EE ; = a a 
DISTRICTS. — - Ti ee 1 | 2 [3&4] 5 | 6] 7 | 8] 9 110721] 12) 


Ist.| 2d] 3d/4th]’ 


Weeks : - - PE TT rr Td & ope Tp P61 2 1 Osee | ISP 10s 101 15 
Number of Scholars - - : 41/ 30) 538/38] 52) 40| 24] 28) 84] 8] 48/21]138] 6 
Males - - - - - 19} 15} 21/20} 381) 18] 8|10}] 17} 4] 28/12] 5] 4 
Females - - - - 22; 15) 32/18] 21] 22] 16|18] 17] 4] 20] 9] 8] 2 
Average attendance - . op OOF 27 | 45: Slat Bed | 160) ee test SO hie. Fee 
Number of Tardinesses - 7| 15] 24] 380}/212] 95/188] 70}118| 4] 26] 62/15! 7 
Number not absent - - GO oe el OO ta O41 'O} 2) lg l] 247 20 bi 0 
Number not tardy - oe O7) 241) °30 124) Sh 12) 2° 71 2 8h 41 S4tor Bl 6 
Number neither absent nor tardy -| 10} 8 tate Onli oS Tet. Daees Pie re2er te Sh. O 
Number over sixteen years of age 21) \:0 te Oia Orrra GA eae tk okey! Oe 2 pee) 
Number under 4 years of ege . OF iio eee O OP Ee Or yroae Oio GEO kr Oia <G 
Number between 4 and 16 . | 20} 80] 53| 388] 387] 84] 16] 24} 25] 7} 30116]11] 5 
Wages of Teachers per month $30 |$25 |$10 | $9 |$25 | $20 |$10 | $9 |$25 [Bs 1B85 | $8] B9| So 
Visitors - - - - 140} 382} 49) 50] 15] 60] 45] 28 10} 23} 0/18] 24 
Visits by Superintending Committee} 2| 2] 2] 2| 8 22) Bee ae 2 De 
Visits by Prudential Committee - | 2| 1 Pel poSp Sf 6) AS hohe Ll. Vie 


Norre.—The whole number of scholars in town over 4 years of age, that attended school more than two 
weeks, was 526—last year 541. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. 


(Settee ee ee 


Town of Peterborough in Acec’t with Henry Steele, Treasurer. 


1854. CREDIT. 
May Ist, By balance in Treasury. $1385 32 
16, ' Cask of C. G. Cheney, Collector, : 69 09 
Jsuly 14, ‘s A. Childs, Menagerie License, 30 00 
As 6 P. C. Cheney, Literary Fund, 63 82 
21, ws: C. G. Cheney, Collector, 40 00 
Oct. 2), as New Ipswich Bank, borrowed, 900 00 
Nov. 8, “ Eli Upton, support of wife, 28 42 
Oct., sé John Cragin, borrowed, 49 00 
; 1855 
Jan’y l, a 3. N. Thayer, use Town House, 2 00 
2, ip DBD. Melvin, use Town House, 9 00 
3, i. Sam’l. McCoy, 2¢., Produce Town Farm, 259 00 
4, " C. G. Cheney, Collector, 64 00 
19, | es Peterboro’ Bank, borrowed, 700 00 
23, , E. H. Cheney, from State R. R. Tax, 61 79 
25, “4 Wm. Swan, overpaid Diamond, 75 
Feb. 1, “ J. N. Thayer, Collector, 69 00 
19, we Union Manufacturing Co., High Way Tax, 66 59 
2), 4 Phenix be ss 66 50 
34, “ Sam’l McCoy, 2d., Produce Town Farm, 15 04 
27, - C. G. Cheney, Collector, 89 51 
Mar. 3, sd J. N. Thayer, ts 76 00 
Whole amount of Tax List, $3958 57 
Uneollected, 338 68—3619 89 
Amount paid before Sept. 15, $294 09 
Less 7 per cent., 14 29—189 89 
Amount paid before Jan. 10, 3415 89 
Less 5 per cent., 179 79—3245 01 
Whole amount actually received, $3434 8) 
By received List ef Abatements for 1859-51-52-53, 126 77 


oe 


$6309 23 


20 TREASURERS REPORT. 


DEBT, 


To paid State Tax for 1854, $567 70 
“ “County Tax for 1854, 809 49 
“ Interest on money borrowed for same, 13 95 
ac Procuring and paying the same, 275 

$826 19 
“« Interest on Literary Fund, 45 00 
For repairs on Roads and Bridges. 

To paid N. H. Moore, Poles, Labor, &c., 45 82 
“ J. H. Steele, Plank, f 30 15 
«Tra Spofford, Stone, 37 80 
es John Litile, Labor on Roads and Bridges, 69 00 
‘© §. B. Piper, Labor and Plank, 34 65 
« J. N. Thayer, repairing Bridge, Stone, &c., 88 62 
« John Stewart, Railing to Bridges, 20 00 
“«* Nathan Holt, Labor on Roads, ’ 39 25 
‘« W.M. White, Labor and Railing, 18 59 
«« A. Cragin, «« on Bridges, 54 25 
‘© EriSpalding, <‘* on Road and Bridge, and Iron for Rails, : 15 38 
«J. S. Morrison, Plank and Labor on Bridge,” 62 09 
*« John Upton, Labor on Roads, 9 59 
sia Parker and Carter, Plank and Poles, 14 45 
‘© R. Richardson, Plank and Labor, ne 11 48 
si Geo. Nay, Plank; Timber and Labor, 10 28 
‘© John Upton, Timber and Labor, 8 72 
as John Stewart, breaking Roads, 8 35 
BE Asa Carley, Plank and Labor, 6 96 
“« A. F. Gowing, Plank and Labor, 4 27 
‘© Sam’l Jaquith, Labor on Roads and Bridges, 4 46 

«Pratt and Hayward, Labor on roads and Bridges, 4 26, 
Ks J. D. Holmes, Plank and Labor, . © 399, 
re Sam’l Weston, Labor on Road, 3 00 
i Isaac Edes, nis ae 3 43, 
‘ A. Boynton, Stone for Bridge, 3 00 
*« Jeremiah Steele, damage going through Field, 2 00 
Sam’] Fisk, breaking roads, 2 00 
* HI. Steele, Nails for Bridge, 189 
‘© . &. D. Robbe, Labor and Timber, 169 
pe A. Fife, Labor, 1335. 
«J. A. Spofford, drawing Plank, 1883, 159 
«  N. Hunt, labor on Bridge, 1 00 
«« __ B. L. Winn, labor on Bridge, 25 
‘ A. Childs, labor on Roads and Bridge, 9 36 

$632 65 

For Poor and Poor Farm. 

To paid Elizabeth Stewart, 75 59 

es N. H. Asylum for the Insane, G. Boynton, 77 63 


“«  —§. P. Steele, rent of house, Mrs. Blair, 18 75 


TREASURER'S REPORT. 23 

ee H. Steele, Goods, &c., to Mrs. Upton, 13 41 

4 - se Stephen Forbush, Jr., 13 03 

« -D). B. Cutter, medicine and services at Town Farm, 8 5) 
“Albert Smith, 6 Mrs. Upton, and Holmes, 118 
Sam’l Fisk, wood for Mrs. Upton, 3 00 
* Town ot Dublin Tax on Town Farm, 473 

“ Div. 182, N- E. P. U. goods for Mrs. Upton, 16) 

‘* Amos Emery cutting wood for Mrs. Upton, 1 25 
“Kinsley & Brooks entertaining strangers, 62 
A. Childs expenses taking G. Boynton to Concord, 12 62 

“s lra Furbush part support of Father, 3 59 

¥ Abatement on Town Farm, 14 39 

“ §am’l McCoy 2d, 1 year’s services on Poor Farm, 259 00 

“ Interest on $150 borrowed to pay the same, 3 09 
$592 61 

‘ For Debts Paid. 
$a paid New Ipswich Bank, $999 00 
For Xchool Money. 

To paid School District No. 1, $498 27 
e " in Now 2, . 123 94 
e f Fe DOs dy 124 14 
‘f “ = Nad; 75 89 
¢ " i. No«6, 63 00 
ss “ ane. 7, ; 101 03 
se S.No, 8, 41 25 
at « 2 Ms OD, 158 71 
- = = ~No,10, 47 86 
a4 4 a No,-11, 52 33 

7 es POs. 12, ; 27 16 
“A R. Richardson, 2 23 
ee C. R. Richardson. : 92 
“¢ Pevey, Cavender and Proctor, 5 56 
2 A. S. Scott, Superintending School Committee, 3) 00 

$1352 29 

For Pest House. 

To Paid Thomas Upton 3) days’ attendance, ' $6) 09 
“Abby Ruth‘ord 20 days’ work, &c., 31 00, 
* J. Diamond 4 day’s work moving Holmes family, 12 00 
“* Wm. Diamond 2 days moving vs meee 6 09 
«  _ C. B, Chapman 2 days moving “a e 5 00 
“« Swan & Swallow, Teams, &c., 19 75. 
4 James Scott, wagon and timber, 8 63 
de S. Edes & Co., Goods, 795 
ze Asa Davis, Goods, 3 22 
¢ Henry Steele, Goods, 3 42 
¥ Ames & Little, beef and chickens, 3 81 
‘* David Clark, bedstead and cord, 1 69 


H. C. Taggart keeping fire 1 night, 1 50, 


TREASURER’S REFORS. 


H. Nichols keeping fire 1 night, 

Amzi Childs moving Holmes family, &c., 

Wm. Follansbee visits and medicine, 

D. B. Cutter vaccinating for Kine Pox, 

T. S. Nichols & Brother. use of house and wood, 


I. P. Chase vaccinating for Kine Pox, 


Wm. Follansbee, ‘ seh 
Albert Smith de *s “ 
Abatements, 


To Paid A. P. Morrison, 


se 


ay 


D. Blanchard, 
Thomas Little, 
List of Abatements for 185)-"51-"52-"53, 


‘Tncidentals, 


4To Paid Sam’) Nay, and cost of Reference, 


sé 


C. G. Cheney, services on trial of S. Nay vs. Towa, 
A. A. Farnsworth. dimages on wagon, 

T. Groom & Co., record books, 

D. B. Catter returning deaths and births, 

A. Smith “ . ” 

H. Steele postage, 

Daniel Shedd painting Post Office and blinds, 

C. R. Richardson shingles and plank, 

James Swan shingles, 

H. Steele nails used on P. O., 


§. Forbush labor on P, O., &c., 
kK. H. Cheney printing Reports, 
i733 


ae Surveyur’s blanks, &c., 
Kinsley & Brooks, use of room taking taxes, 


J. H. Steele services as Auditor 1853 and 1854, 


S. M. Gates ee Librarian, 
J. H. Ames ss ’ Sexton, 
C.@. Cheney “ Collector, 


S. H. Caldweil tolling bell, &c., 

J. D. Diamond enrolling soldiers, 

H. Steele copying list of Taxes and paper, 
R. Forbush services as Town Clerk, 


W. B. Kimball ‘* Selectman, 
A. Cragin ve ¥ 
E. Spaulding ‘“ . 
A Childs . 4 
H. Steele = Treasurer, 


” Peterborough Bank interest on money borrowed, 
C. G. Cheney making warrant ayainst W. A. Swan, 


109 
13 08 

4 25 
29 09 
33 09 
10 37 
27.09 
2709 


285 58 


$149 65 
190) 
15) 
325 
199 
35 

26 72 
11 23 
609 
258 
11 09 
3) 5) 


4 00 
2 00 


2.00 
3) 00 
49 36 
9397 
10 41 
5 00 


TREASURER'S REPORT. 


Retapitulation; 

Balance in the Treasury, $135 32 Paid State Tax, 
C. G. Cheney Collector, 234 51 County Tax, 
J.N. Thayer “ 135 00] ‘* Literary Fund, 
Literary Fund, 63 82| ‘“ For Roads and Bridges, 
Poor Farm for Produce, 25304] ** Poor and Poor Farm, 
Use of Town House, 1109] “ Schools, 
Railroad Tax 6179} * Expenses of Small Pox, 
License for Circus, 3)0)] ‘* Abatements. 
Highway Tax, 1330)|) “ Incidental Expenses, 
Money borrowed, 164909] ‘ Debts, 
Abatements 1859-’51~" 52-53, 126 77 | Cash on hand, 
Eli Upton, 28 42 
Wm. Swan, ; 75 
Taxes collected by Treasurer, 3454 81 

$5399 23 


Town Liabilities. 


To Samuel McCoy 2d., for services on Poor Farm 1854~-’5, 
To Peterborough Bank, . 

To John Cragin’s Note, 

To Teacher’s Institute, 

To J. N. Thayer Collector, 


Amount Duc the Town. 


Balance in the hands of the Treasurer, 
Outstanding Taxes of 1852, 
Outstanding Taxes of 1853, 
Outstanding Taxes of 1854, 


Leaving a balance against the Town, of $368 95 


$567 70 
826 19 
45 00 
632 65 
592 61 
1352 20 
285 58 
138 05 
628 11 
909 00 
422 14 


$630 23 


$275 09 
700 00 
49 09 
32 85 
675 


$1054 60 


$422 14 
11 20 
38 63 

213 68 


$535 66 


Ge We, the undersigned. Auditors of Accounts, have this day examined the 
foregoing accounts for the past year, and find them correctly cast and fully 
vouched. JAMES SCOTT, 

JOHN SMITH,’ 
A. S. SCOTT: 


Parersorover, Maxcz 8, 1855. 
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Selectmen’s Report 


OF THE 


POOR FARR. 


. STOCK. 34 lbs. dried Apple, 
2 Yoke of Oxen, $230 00} 26 yards Frocking, 
§ Cows, 216 00} |23 pairs Feeting, 
5 Three year-old Steers, 94 00 
7 Two year-old «© 104 00 
6 Calves, 42 00 PROVISIONS. 
1 Horse, 25 00) 28 lbs Sausages, 
18 Sheep, 45 00) |6 galls. boiled Cider, 
2 Swine, 22 00] |200 bushels Potatoes, 
13 Hens, 3 25)|1 1-8 barrel Pork, 
130 lbs. Ham, 
$781 25) \1 barrel Beef, 
PRODUCE. 80 lbs. fresh Beef, 
13 Tons First quality 35 ‘* Butter, 
Kinglish Hay, © $195 .00\|55 ** Lard, 
11 Tons 2d quality of 85 ‘* Cheese, 
English Hay, 130 00| | Pickles, 
120 bushels Corn, 138 00) |4 barrel Flour, 
140 ~* - Oats, 84 00|/4 ‘* Soap, 
14 ‘* -Rye, 2 25||5 bushels Carrots, 
1 «| white beans, 2 00/|Turnips, 
14 ** colored ‘* 2 00||24 barrels Cider, 
3 ‘* . Peas, 1 00] | Beets, 
22 lbs yarn, 22 00||3 barrels Apples, 
Full cloth, 16 87/\1 “Vinegar, 
35 lbs. Candles, 4 90 
Leather, 50 
DEBT. 


2 04 
15 60 
9 66 


$625 82 


$223 41 


Account of Receipts and Expenditures on the Town Farm for the 
_ support of the Poor for the year ending March 1, 1855. 


To Farm and Tools as appraised March 1, 1854, 


. $3536 33 


26 SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


- To interest on Farm, Tools &c., March 1, 1855, 215,17 
To Stock on Farm, = 1854, 829 50 
- To Produce on Farm ut as 712 53 
_ To Provisions on Farm e 227 88 
- To Amount due Superintendent March 1, 1855, 275, 60 


To Produce sold from Farm by Superintendent to pay 
Store and Blacksmith bills, and extra labor, as per 


his account, . 175 88 
$6022 29 
Bills Paid by: Treasurer. 
Dr. Cutter for services at Farm, 8 50 
7 $6030 79 
CREDIT. . 
By Farm, Tools, &c., as appraised March 1, 1855, $3586 33 . 
By Stock on Farm, 2: “ 781 25 
By Produce on Farm, - # a 625 82 
By Provisions on Farm, rs mil at 223 41 
By Cash paid by Super’nt for Store and Blacksmith : 
bills, and extra labor, as per his account, 175 88 
By Produce furnished Simeon Forbush, 2 69 
By Cash Rec'd and paid Town ‘Treasurer by Superinten- 
dent for Stock and Produce sold from Farm, 265 04 
By Moore’s Note and interest, 21 2k 
$5681 63: 
Amount of Debt, $6030 79 af 
Amount of Credit, 5681 68— 
Balance against Farm, > $349 16 


ec The whole number of Paupers on the Farm March Ist, 
1855, was 10. The number supported during the year 8—with 
the addition of 1 six months, 1 three months, and 1 two months. 
The above Report is Respectful’y Subuatted by, 
-ARCHELAUS CRAGIN, Selectmen 
ERI SPAULDING, of 
AMZI CHILDS. ‘Peterboro’. 
PrererBoro’, Marci 1, 1855. 


hEIDRARY RBPORLT 


RENDERED MARCH, 1855. 


en a ee 


Tue Committee on the Town Library, having examined the 
condition of the Books, submit the following report: 


Whole number of Vols. belonging to the Library, ~ 1447 


No. missing since 1850, - - - “ er ss Al 
No. missing since the last report, - ~ - ene G 


A few of the missing books are valuable,— the rest are worn 
out. One book, ‘A Tribute to the Life and Character of Jonas 
Chickering,” has been presented to the Library by the author, 
R. G. Parker, Esq. The books appear to have been well used 
for the past year. 


“The Com. received of Com. of last year, - $43 24 
Received of Tuwn Treasurer, - - 45 00 
Fines, - - - - - - 1 98 
| Catalogues, - - - - - ~ 06-—90 28 
Paid for binding books, 25 Vols., ~ $7 51 
“© New Books, - - - 38603 
» * Transport, postage, &c., - - 388—43 92 
‘Leaving in the hands of the Committee, - , $46 36 


LEANDER CLARK, 
Ih Si CUETER, } canine 
&. S, SCOTT, 


a pri. « - a 
a : - 

Me x : == 

New Ham 


mi 


3 4677 


